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STATE BUDGET 2022–23— MOTORING COSTS 
250. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I refer to the RAC’s pre-budget submission, which calls for measures to alleviate the surging cost-of-living 
pressures on WA motorists. Will the Premier use a tiny share of the forecast budget surplus to freeze motor vehicle 
licence fees for three years to help Western Australian families make ends meet? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Obviously, the budget will come down on 12 May. Those who have been here a while and have listened over the years 
will understand that the government makes announcements in the lead-up to that point of time, as indeed other 
governments have and will make announcements about all these important issues in the lead-up to that time. I note that 
this government has put more effort into regional roads and safety than any government ever. Look at the projects out 
there. Look at the Bunbury Outer Ring Road, Bussell Highway and Manuwarra Red Dog Highway. The Minister for 
Transport has spoken to and worked with Barnaby Joyce and secured money for Western Australia. That is what this 
Minister for Transport was able to do. She went out to talk to Barnaby Joyce and got large amounts of money, as was 
announced recently, for Western Australia. It is great that we have a minister who is prepared to do difficult things like 
talk to Barnaby Joyce. We get results when we talk to Barnaby Joyce, unlike the Nationals WA, who refuse to talk to 
Barnaby Joyce. The Nationals do not like Barnaby Joyce. The National Party here will not work with Barnaby Joyce, 
whereas this minister swallowed her pride, swallowed her thoughts on these matters, and went and worked with him. 
Look at the outcome—massive amounts of investment into Western Australia in the transport portfolio. It was around 
$2.1 billion or thereabouts that was announced recently. It was $2.3 billion or thereabouts, maybe more. 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: No, we secured $2.5 billion from the commonwealth government because we have a minister 
and indeed a Premier who are prepared to go and talk to it. 
Remember the last government? Now Colin Barnett—I have warmed to him; I have moved on—used to stand here 
and say, “Why would I talk to them?” He would stand here and say, “No, I don’t talk to them”, which I thought was 
a very odd way of conducting himself. It meant that when it came to getting commonwealth spend in Western Australia, 
the GST was not fixed and investment in roads and rail did not take place. The only one who actually put any money 
into Western Australia was Kevin Rudd. He put money into Western Australia about 10 or 12 years ago, during the 
last government. It is the case that we have worked cooperatively to get that investment. 
This Minister for Transport created the regional road safety program, which has a cost–benefit analysis I think 
of four to one or something of that nature, that she put to the commonwealth government. It relates to all those 
treatments—the edges, the rumble strips, all that sort of stuff—on thousands of kilometres of regional roads. It is 
designed to save lives. Do members know what it does? It saves lives. That is being rolled out all over Western Australia 
and now adopted around the country. Barnaby Joyce saw the merit in that. He said, “That’s a great idea, Rita”, and 
now it is being rolled out around Australia. That is what we do. We come up with great ideas. We get the commonwealth 
government to fund them and, therefore, under this Labor government, people around regional WA for the first 
time ever are getting properly treated and we are saving lives on regional roads. 
The member might recall—I recall well—Brendon coming in here and saying no way, he was not investing in 
roads. I remember him saying that people do not leave regional towns because of the quality of roads. A lot of them 
die, but that is right; they do not leave. What we do is we invest in regional roads and we save lives, and we get 
major investment by the commonwealth into those programs. I am sure that the RAC appreciates the extraordinary 
effort that this government has gone to to save the lives of regional people around Western Australia, even if the 
National Party does not. 
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